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The U.S. Forces Okinawa Joint Communication Conference
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Neil J. Owens, director of MCIPAC G7, Government and External Affairs, addresses common issues

and barriers USMC Okinawa face with external communication efforts around the island to the audience at the U.S. Forces
Okinawa Joint Communication Conference at the Rocker Enlisted Club on Kadena Air Base on Oct 29. Fifty-five public affairs and
communication strategy personnel from 17 organizations.throughout Japan including U.S. Embassy Tokyo and the U.S. Consulate
General, Naha, participated with precautions against the coronavirus.
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Communication Strategy and MITHBBMRE. T -8

gre e tlng Operations office for Marine HELEREZRR

Corps Installations Pacific. I N ST
am very new to the island and this is the first time my family and I 19| BEEELNDEENY

have been and or lived on Okinawa. So far being here has exceed- g EIcEEREE T
ed all expectations. We are excited to see this island, be a part of
the community and learn about the culture. As we approach the HEihRaIAAY MaiRIE

holiday season, I was told the shrines are very important especially

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Event/
on New Year’s. I wanted to visit and respect a special place on Oki-

HEDEIZSSIIBEAN—ADEE

nawa to get a better understanding of its importance. N BRI ETO TS
As we live here longer, I hope we understand the traditions of
Okinawa and be able to incorporate them into our own family Big Circle was called “Okina Wa” from the
traditions. This time of year is special to my family as well as many firstissue in July 2002 to the 15th issue in
.1: g g Spring 2006. We put “O-kina-wa” in the
other families here and we all hope to enjoy the time together and o
; , way close to Japanese pronunciation.
find new ways to be with those we can't, as we celebrate each spe- 8120027 BATIE A 52006 EENE
cial holiday. 155 % T [Okina Wa) ERFEENTLE LI,
. . FEIFEAEOREISEVET [0-kina-wal &
Arigato Gozaimasu and Happy New Year! aA MRS Sl LE LT
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IntrOdUC“"]g FO LE ST Third Issue publishedin 1998

FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Ms. Hiroko Tomimura, Camps Foster and Lester community relations specialist, has
been publishing since 1998. FOLEST is an acronym that combines portions of both the Foster and Lester names. It has been
distributed to local government offices and several restaurants around Camps Foster and Lester. Big Circle is republishing
FOLEST to share the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

2 What is your image of Camp Foster? The
answer will be varied. One of the most common
answers are flags on the hill at the Ishihira Intersection
of Kitanakagusuku Village. They are visible from off
base and also shown on TV often. They are located
there because there is an office of the Commanding
General of the Marine Corps Base Okinawa.

2 But did vou know there are three sizes of flags which are
used on different occassions? Check which flags are
posted next time you pass the area. The types of the
flags and sizes are as follows.

> THE POST FLAG (10 feet by 19 feet) It will be
displayed in pleasant weather.
> THE STORM FLAG (5 feet by 9 feet 6 inches) it will

be displayed in inclement weather., § < B
+>THE GARRISON FLAG (20 feet by 38 feet)it will be ';
displayed on Sundays, and on the holidays and other ~
national occasions.
u .S, flags are half masted during the funeral of high Wow! This
ranking U.S. officials. Also, flags are not supposed to 2 : is BIGI

touch the ground out of respect, and they are folded
neatly to a triangle showing the stars part. It sounds like s
“Origami”, doesn’t it? °

% Additionally, there are a pair of Shi—sa lions at the
bottom area of the flag poles. They are common
Okinawan charm which keeps evil spirits away. Pretty v
II neat, isn't it?

2 The American and the Japanese flags at Bldg 1
on Camp Foster are raised every morning at 0800 and
lowered every evening at Sunset. This is done by
Military Police and Japanese Security Guards very
professionally! I've seen both events and was impressed
with their synchoronization and timing. It was so cool to
see the MPs and the JSGs working together in

— A outstanding manner. (See left)
O D,
B ] = # When the morning colors (the music) are played, all
'l ' ol Marines outside (except who is driving a car) stand still
| - and salute the flags until the music ends. The first time |
| ' ' saw this, | wondered what was wrong and why they
| l T 5 ) J / suddenly stopped walking and saluted! Americans
= : =d} : respect their flag very much. This would be one of the
l, cultural differences. -
(- , i
i WY He is holding f:!‘_J)
. the flag :
Note (Update): The “National POW/MIA Flag Act”
was enacted in 2019 and the POW/MIA flag needs

to be displayed on all days that the flag of the United
Sates is displayed on certain Federal property

e R

name was changed from FOSTER LESTER NEWS to FOLEST on its 20th issue.
or the change in contents due to its publication date.
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behind a giant sheet of paper with popcorn

drawn in a story time skit.
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community wave their hands for help
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teers act in skit for story time recording

The Marines completed the
video in one take, having
rehearsed the story only
once. Although the volunteers
acted shy during the early
stage of the rehearsal, when

the camera started rolling,
they were energetic and
motivated.

"| felt young again even
though | will be turning 21
in two months," said Lance

Cpl. Nathan MacLain from
Headquarter and Support
Battalion. "If we prepared
more, we could’ve done
better, but | think we did well
for the first time"

Lance Cpl. Clint A. Rider
of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma, expressed, "l never
read a book for a story time,
so it was different. | tried
to make it more interesting
for the children and read it
clear enough so children can
understand me and enjoy the
story."

After having taken part in the
performance, Toru Tokuzato,
district mayor of Jaagaru said
with a smile, "although it is
rare to do something together
(with Marines), we did this

short play together for the
children, and it was really
good. | really enjoyed it even
though the last time | have
done such performance was
when | was in elementary"

Tomimura was happy with
the DVD she received from
the Marines as they had
printed the cover of the book
to the disk. She thought it
may be more appealing to
schools when she provides it
to them for their story time.

"I believe children will love
it. They will see how hard the
grown-ups tried for them,
so children will be happy,"
Seizen Sakihama, headman
of Kitatama District, who also
participated in the short play
ensured.

(Follow-up story below)
Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama

new style storytellmg in pandemic

like this idea and show it to
the children.

"l am glad Jaagaru
Community Center took this
idea with the DVD in and

Va

showed it to children," said
Tomimura. "After all, | made
this for children."

The book selected was
"Popcorn" by Frank Asch.

Children from Kitatama Kindergarten watch a video of Marines

reading and acting out the story.

FREEhfFAHEL DD V D ZHET 2t Fa#EDEIRS.

At the climax of the story,
popcorn popped and filled
up the whole house, and
only the performers’ hands
could be seen waving for
help behind a giant sheet of
paper with popcorn drawn,
children made commotion
and shouted, "Explosion!"

They stared on the screen
to find out what would
happen next. When seeing
all the popcorn was eaten
by the characters, some said
impossible.

"I would throw it away," a
child replied when a teacher
asked what he would do if
that happened to his house
after the video. Everyone in
the hall burst into laughter.

At the end of the story,
when more popcorn was
given as a present to the main

character, one child in the
room exclaimed "oh my gosh"
in English and gave rise to a
storm of laugher in the whole
room again.

"It was a success. It was
really nice to see children
smile and excited," Toru
Tokuzato, district mayor of
Jaagaru, who was one of the
players in the skit, said with a
big smile on his face.

"We never had Marines’ do
story time in English like this
for our children before, but
| was surprised that children
seem to understand it,"
Ayako Higa, vice principal of
the Kitatama Kindergarten,
expressed her surprise. "It will
be great if we can have a live
storytelling next time when
COVID-19 settles."

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama
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"Embracing a youthful spirit: Marine volun

After volunteer as
crossing guards at a nearby
elementary school Oct. 20,
four Marines prepared to do
something new at Kitatama
community center in Chatan.
They were about to make
their acting debut, bringing
scenes from a children’s book
to life.

According to Hiroko
Tomimura, community
relations specialist for Camps
Foster and Lester, the local
schools limit access for
outsiders and avoid crowds
as much as possible due to
COVID-19. Therefore, Marines
cannot have story time with
the children like they used to.

"I suggested giving the
school a video of Marines
reading and acting out the
story to solve the problem,"

Tomimura explained.

Tomimura handed over a
book and told one Marine to
read and the others to act
out the scenes. They were
confused at first, because
there was no audience for
them and they were initially
unaware that they were
going to be on camera.
Tomimura provided them
with handmade costumes,
popcorn and other necessary
items for the play.

Even though Tomimura
has coordinated volunteer
opportunities for Marines
to have story time with
local school children since
2010, this was her first time
recording a skit to be shown
at a later time.

The book Tomimura chose
was "Popcorn" by Frank

Asch. Since Halloween was
around the corner, she
hoped children would enjoy
the Halloween atmosphere
watching the video.
Tomimura directed the

whole performance. She
instructed Marines on the
stage to listen to the story
read in English first and then
take actions while Tomimura
read in Japanese.

The Marines and volunteers from the local community perform in a

skit for the story time recording.

FiHEDEDINERD f I BB %E T 5 BRMEEMITDRZ T (7%
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All for children: local children enjoy Marines'

A line of colorful hats
moved along an alley behind
the school playground as
children marched behind
their teachers in a single line
formation.

In the morning before
Halloween, Oct. 30, 51
children, ages 4 and 5, from
Kitatama Kindergarten,
located next to Camps Foster
and Lester, gathered at
Jaagaru Community Center in
Chatan to experience a new
way to feel Halloween under
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The children were about to
have story time, but all they
could see was a big white
screen on the stage. There
was no one in front of them
with a book.

As the lights tuned off, a
child said it looked like a

8 — Winter 2020/New Year 2021

movie (theater). The story
time started. On the screen, a
picture of a book was shown.
Then they heard a voice
reading the story. "English!"
several children shouted.
When the voice in English
stopped, a voice in Japanese
repeated what was said.
As soon as the pictures of
the book on the screen
disappeared, children saw
three foreigners with hats,
masks and costumes on
the screen. Watching a
storytelling video with a skit
on DVD was the day's event,
the new way to do a story
time without worrying about
the spread of COVID-19.
Hiroko Tomimura, community
relations specialist for Camps
Foster and Lester, realized
that since the outbreak

of COVID-19, the children
have not been able to have
story time with Marines like
they used to. Her idea for
a prerecorded story time

became a realization when
Marines helped her with
the reading and acting. She
planned to contact local
schools, hoping they would
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Stay vigilant, Marine’s mindset saves
woman’s life at sea

Sz <E. BEBKEFHHNASLIEERS

What began as a normal
weekend for a Marine
from Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma became an
unforgettable day for one
local swimmer who was
caughtin a rip current
at Mermaid’s Grotto,
west of Onna Village
and south of Cape
Manzamo, Oct. 4.

Staff Sgt. Billy C.
Dixson, a recovery
crew leader with 1st

swimming backwards and
managed to clear her airway

illy Dixson
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Marine Aircraft Wing,
spent his weekend

at the popular
snorkeling and diving
spot. When he was
preparing to leave for
the day, the incident
happened.

According to Dixson, he
heard a scream and rushed
towards the voice to find
a Japanese lady calling for
someone to help for her
friend, Ms. Miyagi. Dixson
looked at where the person
pointed, but did not see
anything.

"The fear of the unknown
set in," Dixson recalled. "
wasn't sure if | could get to
her in time, so | swam to the
direction as fast as | could."

With no sight of Miyagi,
Dixon dove down three
meters and saw her
underwater and noticed
she had no power left to
resurface.

According to Dixson, when
he pulled her to the surface,
she stopped moving. He
conducted the Heimlich
Maneuver on her while
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by the time he
reached the shore.

Dixson expressed that he
was lucky he still had fins on
which helped him to swim
through the rip current.

His heroic action came to
light when Miyagi and her
friend delivered a letter
of gratitude to the gate of
MCAS Futenma about three
weeks after the incident.
They had found him on a
social media by looking
up his name which he had
given them at the shore.

"As Marines, this is
something that is ingrained
into us. We stay vigilant
and we’re always looking to
assist," said Dixson.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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M Staff Sargent Billy C. Dixson receives the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal on Nov. 13 for saving a drowning female
at Mermaid’s Grotto.
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Camps Courtney&McTureous
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Camp Commander, Col. Matthew R. Nation

On behalf of the Marines, Sailors and families of Camps Courtney and McTureous, | would like to wish each of
you happiness, prosperity and good health throughout the New Year. On our third tour to Okinawa, Carrie and |
are honored to be members of the community and blessed to have so many friends here.

While COVID-19 has made this past year an especially challenging one, it has also shown that we are indeed
fortunate to have such extraordinary neighbors. Itis the special relationship shared with the residents of Uruma City,
and the surrounding villages that have allowed us to meet the challenges of this turbulent year. Working towards common goals,
we have experienced the firsthand results of open and honest communication and lots of hard work. | extend a special Thank You to
Mayor Shimabuku, the Uruma City Government, Police, Fire, Okinawa Defense Bureau, and Chamber of Commerce for all that you do.
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MCAS Futenma #£ zpjinsk i

Camp Commander, Col. Henry Dolberry Jr.

The Marines, sailors, and civilians of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma would like to wish a safe and Happy
New Year to our Okinawan family.

All of us at MCAS Futenma are proud and honored to be members of the Okinawan community. .: :
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has prevented Futenma and the people of Okinawa from participating inour it
usual awesome events like the Tuna Cutting Ceremony, Flight-line Fair, and Magic 10 Miler. MCAS “ < ;"D
Futenma eagerly anticipates the day when we can rejoin our Okinawan family in fun-filled events that %

build and maintain our bond of friendship.

It is an absolute honor to be part of one of the most amazing and friendliest places on earth. MCAS
Futenma is grateful for all of the hospitality and kindness shown by the people of Okinawa. The Marines, sailors,

b~ and civilians look forward to sharing a healthy 2021 with the amazing people of Okinawa.

e wish you a joyous and rich New Year! May 2021 bring happiness and prosperity to all of our Okinawan family,
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Camp Schwab
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Camp Commander, Col. Matthew W. Tracy

Camp Schwab is grateful to be neighbors with
our friends in Henoko, Kushi, Toyhara and the
surrounding Nago area. The unprecedented
challenges of this last year have not damp-
ened our community spirit. By following social
distancing guidelines, we continued to teach
English classes at local schools and on base. Our
community service programs have continued
to engage all our Okinawan friends. We shifted
our focus to outdoor events and participated in
multiple sporting activities with children from local
schools. Although we could not have a Halloween par- ty
this year, we collected candy from Camp Schwab's service members
and dropped it off to the local community center and nursery schools .
Lastly, we are expanding our community programs to reach the entire
northern area of Okinawa. The Ccamp looks forward to our continued
partnership with the surrounding community.
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"% Camp Commander, Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond

Greetings and Happy New Years. 2020 was not the year that we thought

it would be, with cancelations to many events that bring us together. In
years' past, through the consistent warm display of local customs, like
Eisa, Hari, and mochitsuki; our service members have enjoyed a deeper
understanding of our neighbors and benefited from the generous hospi-
tality provided by our host nation. As 2021 comes closer, we have strong
hopes that we will once again be able to enjoy each other’s company and

continue to be good neighbors to one another and strengthen our friendship.

Let us continue to help each other, know each other, and enjoy each other's company.
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Camp Kinser
*x2 7 XvY—

~ Camp Commander, Col. Omar J. Randall

Happy New Year from Camp Kinser to our Urasoe and Naha City neighbors and to all

our Japanese hosts throughout the Ryukyu Islands.

Camp Kinser is fortunate to have such wonderful neighbors especially in these most challenging times. This year we del
friendship in overcoming challenges. Working together we were able to conduct several time honored community even
lenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. This year we conducted Tedako Walk, Triathalon, Bike Race, CHINZEI exerc

Okinawan War historical display visits, and camp briefings. Thanks to the great spirit of cooperation between Camp Kinse
were able to conduct these events safely and in a manner respectful of the public health.
In 2021 we seek to host enjoyable events that will continue to strength the bond between our communities. These event:
English classes, Tedako Walk, Kinser Friendship Festival and Tree Lighting Ceremony, local clean-up efforts, support to Morinok
tours.

We extend a special thank you to Mayor Matsumoto, the Urasoe City government, the police and fire departments, Chamber of Commerce, Uras
tion, the Rotary Club and others for nurturing a cooperative spirit between Camp Kinser and the local community. We look forward to sharing a |
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) } Camp Commander, Col. Ray Gerber
' Haisai
Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu. This past year has been a test for all of us. The global pandemic has
impacted all of our lives and it will be a year that we long remember. Since taking command this past
June, my wife had | have enjoyed the Okinawan spirit and the beauty of this island. Complementing that
spirit is the resiliency of the Marines, Sailors, Civilians and our local employees, as well as the resiliency
of our neighbors in Kin, Ginoza and Onna. | firmly believe as a group we will persevere and come out of
this pandemic stronger than before, together. It is my sincere hope that soon, my wife and |, along with
the residents of Camp Hansen, will be able to join you in celebrations and comradery that we have had to
postpone due to COVID 19. These events strengthen our friendships and make the Japanese and United States
alliance stronger.
The past year has also seen the start of the transformation of Camp Hansen to a newer more modern facility with the new
bridge construction to elevate traffic along 329, the new parade deck, and the sports field is well on its way to completion.
Along with many other new facilities which will enhance our camp and strengthen our alliance. In the near future we will start
construction on a state of the art and modern bachelor housing complex that will increase the quality of life for our residents.
Our Community outreach programs have resumed and will continue to occur as long as the COVID 19 mitigations allow.
Camp Hansen has resumed beach cleanups, landscaping projects in several areas between Yaka and the Camp as well as
delivering Halloween Candy to four preschools this past October.
On behalf of the Marines, Sailors, Civilians and families of Camp Hansen, | would like to thank all our partner communities for
the support they have shown toward the Camp during the past year, and wish everyone a prosperous and very happy New
Year to come in 2021.
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A child pushes an eye through after carving it out.
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» school during the day, that
parents from the on-base school
were visiting the day care to
show their demonstration

of carving a pumpkin for
Halloween.

After introducing volunteers
to children, Umehara explained
the origin of Halloween. The
volunteers showed the children
flash cards with common
Halloween images.

"Spider, cat!" the children
yelled out.

The last image was jack-0'-
lantern, but only a few children
knew what jack-o'-lantern was.
Umehara lowered the tone of
his voice to set a spooky mood
and told children about Stingy
Jack. After explaining the origins
of the jack-o'-lantern, some
children gasped.

"Teaching the origin of
Halloween and jack-o'-lantern
was good," Tanaka said. "It's
important to know the history,
so the children can have better
understanding."

After the introduction of
Halloween, a volunteer brought
a big orange pumpkin. Umehara
told children that it would turn
into a jack-o'-lantern, and they

will get to see the process.

"Can we eat it?" a child asked
excitedly. Umehara replied with
a stern “No.”

The volunteer started carving
while all the children gazed at
her. She carved the pumpkin
neatly and made it hollow.
When she showed the inside of
hollowed-out pumpkin to the
children, everyone got excited.

“It is always fun to see
children's faces light up in
fascination when you pull out
the top of the pumpkin and the
‘guts’ hang out,” said Jensen.

A child was picked to carve the
last part for jack-o'-lantern. He,
with a help from the volunteer,
carved an eye out and pushed
it through. After a teacher put
a candle inside and lit it up, the
children cheered.

“The event was a success,”
said Jensen. She stated that the
committee reached out to the
care center to share parts of
their culture and traditions to
better understand each other
and hoped that this partnership
of sharing creates stronger
bonds between the peoples of
both countries.

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama
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A volunteer
shows children
the hollowed-
out pumpkin.
FtfeBlThh
ERICE>Teh
RFrERES
RIVTAT

i

ot T A BB T Ot RSN YT

NIURT [ SHFHIVRV

~ -
or o

=N
el AN RO A

G A URANINGHEHF At CRPRSARIS AN
XSRS IS ANGANEN]

SSERT L, ASTERRSES N A NI
B S HRSTENF At ONE RIS R ED

a
=

FAN AN HUNY Tobn © CHtdt O < &Ny

~A

(ISANES A




Ichiro Umehara, community relations specialist for Camps Courtney and McTureous, introduces parents from Bechtel
Elementary School to the children of Chibana School Age Care Center.
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Bechtel ES parents share Halloween culture
with local daycare, carve jack-o'-lantern

With the extra care for children this year." might have to give up doing almost every day before
preventing the spread of With the ongoing pandemic, any events," said Umehara. the COVID-19 pandemic,
COVID-19, six parents from everyone had to follow Thanks to its location next according to Yasukazu
Bechtel Elementary School specific guidelines in order to  to a botanical garden, one Tanaka, the director of
visited a school age care safely celebrate the holiday, of Okinawa's popular tourist ~ Chibana School Age Care
center in Okinawa Oct. 28, according to Umehara. spot, the children of Chibana  Center.
to demonstrate a pumpkin "We had to avoid close School Age Care Center Tanaka informed parents
carving and share the contact, so we couldn't do are familiar with foreigners of 34 children, first grade to
culture of Halloween. a big scale Halloween like since they used to see third grade, who attend at

Ichiro Umehara, community usual. | was afraid that we tourists from other countries  the nearby elementary p»

relations specialist for
Camps Courtney and
McTureous, coordinated
with Kiley Jensen, the chair
for the Bechtel School
Advisory Committee of
Elementary School on Camp
McTureous when this year's
Halloween was approaching.
"In past years, SAC has
hosted Trunk-or-Treats on
Halloween evening and also
went to some local Japanese
schools to teach out our
Halloween traditions," said
Jensen. "We were seeking
some way to still continue
sharing culture with local
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sides. Kuba explained the lack of
uniformity in Japanese grenades

Association of English Education Inc.
and visiting professor of Okinawa

» model planes were hung from the
ceiling. Kuba explained that those
planes were flying overhead at the

and landmines as an example of the
differences in the two countries'

national power.

University said, when the group was
at the corner where the equipment

hygienists carried at the battle of

time and location of each battle and

were displayed accordingly.

"History is not just a story in the

Hacksaw Ridge was displayed, “having
students watch the movie first and
bring them to the Kinser Battle of

Kuba stopped in front of displays of
flight suits. She asked visitors to touch
the materials of both suits which

textbook but seeing the artifacts here,
you can feel that they were real,"

expressed Kuba. "I hope this place can
assist students to think about what
they can do to promote peace, and
be useful to them in order to bring

awareness to their life."

Okinawa Historical display could be
good additional material for peace

were worn by a Japanese pilot and

an American pilot. It was one of the

2

studies.’

spots where guests could have a rare

After the postwar reconstruction
corner, the display ended with

experience comparing both countries

during the war.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

grenades and landmines from both

Hiroshi Oshiro, president of Okinawa
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Ichino Kuba, community relations specialist for
Camp Kinser, tells a story in front of the showcase

of the battle of Hacksaw Ridge.

AT SO BEM DR RMOR CaAY Fv >

T F T —RIB—THBNE .

Thinking of peace studies: Local educators
visit Kinser Battle of Okinawa Historical display

The Kinser Battle of Okinawa
Historical Display exhibits collections of
artifacts, replicas and photos from the
battle fought in 1945. The founder of
the display, Dave Davenport, hoped it
would provide a connection between
the past, the present, and the future. It
seems to serve as he had wished.

Two local educators visited the
display on July 7 to find out if the place
could inspire their students to start
thinking more critically. They were
trying to explore options for effective

b MfEDFHEE ST DB,

il
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ways to teach their students about
peace.

"A lot of children nowadays need
support of others, but they have poor
social skills and lack initiative," said
Makoto Sueki, head of Seika Gakuen,
an educational institute in Urasoe city,
Okinawa.

"They have a hard time blending
themselves into society. | want them
to see things different from their daily
life that may touch their heart, and
visiting this display gives them such an

opportunity while conducting peace
studies," Sueki continued.

Ichino Kuba, community relations
specialist for Camp Kinser, informed
visitors that they could touch some
of the displays to feel the textures or
weight of the items. "Actually seeing
and touching makes war more realistic
and students may be able to sense
something from the items when they
visit."

The display started with items from
prior to the battle of Okinawa by
showing the agricultural tools people
of Okinawa used. According to Kuba,
it was to show that these same tools
later became training equipment for
the student corps during the time of
war.

There were pictures, posters and
even the tactical map of the Yomitan
Amphibious Landing Operation, not
just war relics. Here and there, the p
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the first volunteer

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

opportunity since the unit
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Marines see the significance in road-
side beautification

At 1 p.m. on asunny
but humid afternoon, 15
Marines from 9th Engineer
Support Battalion based
at Camp Hansen gathered
alongside Route 329 Oct.
21. As they waited outside
in the muggy weather, they
could see an inviting beach
across the street. However,
they were not there to have
fun but to fight back the
overgrown vegetation in the
area.

The Marines identified an
area of Route 329 in the
Yaka district of Kin where
the grass and weeds had
grown out of control and
created an unsafe area
for passersby as it blocked
driver’s view and could also

.g?‘ Marines from 9th Engineer Support Battalion cut the
B overgrown grass alongside Route 329 in Yaka district Kin.

89 TRsTR AR EE,

-

o 3

be a habitat of dangerous
snakes.

After a short while of
waiting, the Kin Town Social
Welfare Association brought
weed eaters and rakes.
Volunteers took equipment
one after another. For many,
it was their first time using
a weed eater. After a short
period of instruction on how
to use the equipment safely
the Marines spread out to
get started. Some of the
volunteers struggled at first
with the new tools they do
not usually handle, but they
learned quickly .

"It was fun. | had never
used weed eaters before
but as long as you know
how to move it around, you

1

can manage to get it," Pfc.
Maria Cruzruyz, who is new
to Okinawa and recently
completed her quarantine,
explained how she
controlled the weed eater.

Once the grass and
weeds alongside the main
road were taken care of,
volunteers moved on to a
nearby park. With all 15
Marines working together,
the park was done in a
short time. After fighting
with grass and weed:s for
two-and-a-half hours, the
Marines finally finished.
They had more than three
truck loads of cut grass and
weeds.

"In Okinawa, we are
visitors and it's nice to take

care of the island we are

on, and nice to give back to
a community and to look
after." said Staff Sgt. Scott R.
Maynard when questioned
about participating in the
volunteer activity.

At the end of the
beautification, Navy Lt. Erik
C. Hunt, the unit chaplain,
told his Marines a parable
about countless starfish
on a beach and a child
throwing them back to let
them know what they did
was good even it may look
like an insignificant amount
compared to the large scale
of land, but they did good
for somebody.

"These communities going
down 329 are a lot of 4
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Children wave at Santa Claus during the Holiday Extravaganza parade hosted by Marine Corps
Community Services on Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan, Dec. 12, 2020.
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