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In America we have a saying "April Showers Bring May Flowers." Quite literally, this means that
the rain is necessary to grow pretty things. It can also mean that through change comes a chance
for a new beginning - a rebirth, if you will. This summer, MCIPAC will be going through one very
large change as we say farewell to our current Commanding General, Maj. Gen. William Bowers,
and welcome in our new Commanding General, Maj. Gen Stephen Liszewski. Maj. Gen Liszewski

is coming to Okinawa from Washington, DC where he currently serves as the deputy director for
Joint Training, J-7, Joint Staff.

Maj. Gen. Bowers has done incredible work during his time as the Commanding General for MCI-
PAC. His leadership has gotten the Marines and families assigned here through the toughest times
during the pandemic all the while still carrying out MCIPACs mission of oversight to the Marine
Corps network of Advanced Naval bases in the Pacific. We wish him good luck as he returns to his
old stomping grounds back in Northern Virginia. We welcome Liszewski with open arms and know
that he will continue to push MCIPAC to new heights and successes. Change isn't always easy, but
as those in the Marine Corps know, it is necessary in order to bring new ideas, overcome challeng-
es and achieve great success. Semper Fi!

77 A AITiE, "April Showers Bring May Flowers” 4 BDORHY, 5 BICIEZBROE T<NBIEVWSTED
HIVET, INRIXFEBV. EZLVEDEFGITUETMOBEILEVSEKR T K. B b e eE a5
G EDRTBEIOEREHIE Y, COBIFBEBRARTFEMICE > T IEBICKELE(LDREEVET,
HWERB CHBRVA)T L INT—R ORI BINE ST FHRERBAT 77/ VEIRF—PREDLZET, )
CLORXF—DRIEIRE. TV Y b UDCTREZHEDDRESHEANER)-7H SHEICHMELE T,

KBEBKFEEEMBDE CHB/N\T—X DRI ZOEEPEPICEBS LV IIEEZRLE L, OO0
AR ICEEFRICEELIDBERE L ZOREKEERELEHSE, K FHIRICH T2 EEFEERE
LB BANEMAIEREE I AERERELELL. R THS/ — X - N—I ZF7MNITIRET H/\T—X
PROSEOEFRENITAELEICFAEISBICHET SV EIAF—DFE OO SENELE T, BR
BT EEHIIFRREDEE TRIIVEBL BNEERTWEDEELTVWET. L TEDIERLTES

FTETIEBVERA LOUBEBKICFIB T 2FIE FILLT AT 7R AN B % TR KEGR
WIS BT=DITIEEE DRI R THAHTEZ > TVE T, Bl EHZ !

English:

www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/

KEGR
TREGER (&, KEBEBE

Big Circle

E:eE
X

Big Circle is an authorized

BA:E:@mcipac_jp

BAE:Wwww.japan.marines.mil/ i 3 EAL;?iI:\C:ggrr]pzfIg};e\/vlér\;gre?hsgates AIDERZE TS, =2 L. Tk
- : E; contents of Big Circle are not %t’—‘éﬁj\ /ODWQL;L\ ':Z\j— L’f”ﬁ
English: @OkinawaMarines ’fm* necessarily official views of, or SBOKEBA, KEPHE
& endorsed by, the Marine Corps, DRNRETHBEIIRY
p— U.S. Government, or Department Bh YREsEIFF v 7N
BAEE: @mcipac.jp Heas ?f Dei‘enseH Itbis published inevery | 5_ suummpetmmsesynne
=] our months by Communication AT e
e Strategy and Operations, Marine ﬁi@%ﬁﬁ “E (CEMMSTRAT)
English: @OkinawaMarines : Corps Installations Pacific. 73\4’75‘4&‘L§°§1?L?L’\$3-°
W B3 Big Circle is on the Web at AREGFERDIIT 7 FLRAIE

https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-circle.

https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-

e
il E

Follow us /=&

Email subscriptions to this circle.
I r.).l @mcipac E?m@ pult? Iica;ion abre q\égilablg LHEESE U T T RAE THRED
online by subscribing via Z S e
- https://www.dvidshub.net/ HVd LRI TTTA MR
_ _ S publication/1184/the-big- BRLRARTIZE L, BERLIAH
s % circle. Subscribers will receive TNhfeAlE T EITEHTINE
pr— an e-mail when the latest issue HENBE BHA—ILEZE
#_:g www fickcom/photos/mcipacp gyt | s Peen gtz'l'iscg‘:;j) onthe TBESIEITVET, I
view;ed in PDF format online or i3 PDFRZILC, A > 2= b
English: & E.o downloaded TR, ¥felddura—Kd3
YouTube www.youtube.com/user/3mefcpao & : TERTEET,

22 — May 2022



content

22

Director's note

21

The debris art ro-
bot ready to save
the planet

20

Okinawan nursery
school principal
visits Camp Schwab
Commander, brings
gifts

18

Hijiki-gari: Court-
ney opens beach
for seaweed lovers

16

Rain won’t stop
us! Schwab fes-
tival personifies
each participant’s
thought

14

Never too late to
learn: 82-year-old
receives honorary
student award

12

50th anniversary
of Okinawa return
to Japan

10

Community rela-
tions long-standing
effort: English class
for adult students

8

WHEICHEVEEL
the pumice gone?
Marines experi-
ence rare beach
cleanup

4

Camp Kinser's
Battle Of Okinawa
historical display
seeks to educate,
looks towards
future

2

From editor's
room

2

A shocking expe-
rience of an ele-
mentary school
child in may, 1972

NOTE: Big Circle starts the
first page from the back of the
magazine based on the Japanese
style. This is the last page of the
magazine. The content is dis-
played in the opposite direction
accordingly.

W rkEngik BARGE
OB ST D R (=
GUHBET) HEBINN—
ERILE T, TR DBE
DR—I TG, TOR—IDER
FZNICIBLTEADSRTEIN
TNES,

We want your feedback
on Big Circle magazine!
Please take our survey
and let us know what
you think by following
this link: https://bit.
ly/201q125

The debris art robot ready to
save the planet

HuEkZE A || BABIEROREMOR Y b

This debris art robot, made from collected sea trash, symbolizes an
ecological call to arms between Marines and Okinawans. The robot
is striding toward the road, with its back to the Pacific Ocean, arms
outstretched as if to either plead for help or to embrace the viewer.
Col. Matthew W. Tracy, camp commander for Camp Schwab and
commanding officer of 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division
came up with the idea to promote the cleanup and conserve
the beaches in Okinawa. His concern was global pollution. Camp
Schwab is installing signage which will list, in Japanese, the time and
location for the next beach cleanup to work together for a better
future. March 21, 2022 on Camp Schwab
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Col. Matthew W. Tracy expresses his joy as he
receives a gift of "muuchii" made by the nursery
school children and baked potatoes.
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OKINAWAN NURSERY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL VISITS
CAMP SCHWAB COMMANDER, BRINGS GIFTS

The eyes of Col. Matthew W. Tracy,
widened in excitement and a big
smile appeared on his face when the
principal from a nursery school in
Nago City visited him March 1.

The reason for his smile was due to
receiving a gift of muuchii made by
the children of the nursery school.
Muuchii is an Okinawan traditional
rice snack wrapped in shell ginger
leaf and usually eaten on the lunar
calendar observance Muuchii Day.

The nursery school principal
thanked Tracy, camp commander
for Camp Schwab and commanding
officer of 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, for playing with the
nursery school children. He brought
homemade muuchii kneaded by the
older children mixed with pumpkins
and purple sweet potatoes, also
baked red sweet potatoes and several
other items along with a letter of
appreciation.

One of the items the principal
brought had a design printed with the
nursery school’s logo and 4th Marine

20 — May 2022

Regiment's logo. Tracy carefully
observed the item and showed his
interest in Okinawan culture when he
found a little animal on it. As the camp
commander for Camp Schwab, Tracy
has learned about Okinawan culture
and important animals.

"Is this a dugong?" Tracy asked.

Tracy paid attention to the details of
the design and gave everyone a story
about dugong. He, as a president of
his son's lacrosse league, had made
names of all the teams with important
Okinawan animals and the name of
his son's lacrosse team is Dugong. He
even made a team jersey with a big
dugong design on it.

"I told my son that dugong is the
most important marine mammal
in Okinawa." He was aware how
important dugong is to Okinawa. His
son didn’t know the animal and he
looked it up.

“No kids knew any animals,” Tracy
said. There are four elementary, three
middle school and two high school
teams. On top of dugong, he gave

each team a name after endangered
animals or culturally important
creatures, such as Fighting Rail for
"Okinawa Rail or Yanbaru-Kuina,"
Redbelly Newt for "Shiriken Imori,"
Lionfish for "Mino-Kasago," Shrieking
Shrew for "Senkaku Mogura,” Shisa
for "Okinawan Guardian Lion Dog, or
Shishi Dog," Inoshishi for "Ryukyu Wild
Boar," High Flying Fox for "Okinawa
Oo-Komori," and Habu for "Hubu -
poisonous Okinawan snake."

His intention on changing the names
of the teams was to focus on the
community, conservation, Okinawan
ecology, as well as culture. Tracy later
explained that he wanted people to
be more interested and excited about
being in Okinawa and to cross the
cultural line.”

Tracy, his wife and a few Marines
visited the nursery school as part
of Camp Schwab's "Let's play with
English" program last year and gave
Christmas gifts supported by the
Camp Schwab USO—a nonprofit
organization that provides various v
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Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Forces—to the children. They were excited and the
principal wanted to show Tracy and his Marines his
The principal explained that Tracy not only made

the children smile and impress them, but he also
interaction in the future with Camp Schwab, Tracy

profound gratitude for the goodwill and generosity
responded saying he would like to have many more
years of interaction and build a strong relationship.

towards the children.
cheered them up by spending time together with

them. "We appreciate their help in developing
children's strength in life through personal

» support services to members in the U.S. Armed
interaction," said the principal.

When the principal asked about more close
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Local participants and Marine volunteers harvest hijiki in the

background and volunteers help to carry hijiki in front.
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Hijiki, a brown algae that thrives
densely in the intertidal zone of reefs
where waves are rough, grows along
the rocky coastlines in Japan, Korea
and China. It is rich in dietary fiber and
minerals and believed by the Japanese
to increase good health and promote
beauty. Because the leaves become
hard after spring, it is harvested at the
low tide from spring to early summer
by cutting it at the base, not by pulling
it from the seabed to allow for future
growth.

The beach at Camp Courtney and
its extended shoreline is one of
only two natural habitats of hijiki
in Okinawa, the other is Yonabaru.
Camp Courtney opens its beach every
year for local residents to enjoy the
seaweed harvest and it has been one
of the annual events neighboring
communities in Uruma city look
forward to for over 20 years. It takes
place during the spring when the tide
is at its lowest. This year it was held on
March 18 and 19 with the predicted
time for the lowest tide to be around
1p.m.

The first day started with a heavy rain
which was enough to make people
think the event would be cancelled.
However, by 10 a.m., the clouds had
cleared as if there was never any rain
and the heavy rain warning was lifted.
Just after 10 a.m., 20 vehicles were
already parked at the hilltop behind

18 — May 2022

HUJIKI-GARI: COURTNEY OPENS
BEACH FOR SEAWEED LOVERS

the beach.

People had baskets on their
shoulders, sickles in hand, and were
bending over to cut handfuls of
hijiki. In some areas, hijiki was still
under water and only the tip of it
was visible. Participants in such areas
were wearing long rubber pants that
covered all the way above the waist.
Where rocks were above the tide,
mostly women were crouching and
harvesting the seaweed. Hijiki covered
the entire surface of the rocky sea
bottom.

"This is my first time actually
experiencing the harvest," expressed
a young wife who is a native of Shuri,
Naha, and married into one of the four
families that was working together for
the harvest. "l was told that since | am
a member of the family, | was
encouraged to participate in this
harvest event." She continued, "It is
hard but | enjoy cutting the seaweed. |
have used sickle before at our field for
crops, so it wasn't difficult. It actually
takes less effort. | am glad | came. It is
fun"

Yasuyuki Hanashiro came with his
friend's son, Kaisei Tokuzato, who
recently graduated from high school.
Hanashiro said the sack full of hijiki is
about 15 kilograms (33 pounds) and
the hardest part was carrying them
from the beach to the truck. He put
two sacks on his shoulders and walked

A Marine
carries
harvested
hijiki to
the hilltop
parking lot.
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to his cart which he parked at the end
of the beach, then pushed it up to the
hilltop.

"It doesn't bother me because | like
Japanese rice mixed with hijiki," said
Tokuzato.

The second day of the Hijiki Harvest
turned out to be a nice warm day.
Thirteen Marines from the Single
Marine Program of Camp Hansen
stayed at the beach after a beach
cleanup earlier in the day. They were
a strength to the participants of that
day. Residents from the communities
were assisted by Marines by carrying
their harvests from the shore to the
hilltop.

“We were not sure how to carry the
hijiki even after we harvested, but we
wanted to come, so we came,” said a
female resident in her 70s of Uruma
city with her female friend in her 60s.
“We are really happy Marines are here
to help today, or else we would be
at a loss.” They were glad that they
decided not to come on the first day
because it was raining in the morning
and came on the second day instead.

According to Cpl. Jackson Glassel,

a fabricator machinist with 3rd
Maintenance Battalion, and
representative for Camp Hansen
volunteer center, the hardest part
of the hijiki harvest was carrying the
sacks up to the hilltop where all the

Continued on Page 16 P HUIKI
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Marine volunteers help to harvest hijiki.
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HUIKI » continued from Page 18

vehicles were parked. However, it did
not hold the Marines back because
all of them, who felt distanced from
Okinawan residents due to COVID-19,
liked to have an opportunity to
interact with them.

“We never heard of this kind of
seaweed being valuable and the
importance of it,” said Glassel. “It’s
like a communal thing, bringing out
family and doing it all together. It is
good that Marines can be part of it,
otherwise, we would not know.”

Along with the SMP Marines, there
was a boy helping residents carrying
hijiki. Gunnery Sgt. Joseph Heaton, on
his second tour in Okinawa, joined the
event with his 11-year-old son. “I had

https://www.mcipac.marines.mil/News/Big-Circle/

fun cutting up seaweed and putting
it in the basket. It took me a few
minutes to get used to using a sickle.
| cut at both shore and out in the
water,” said the boy. In reply to the
question which was easier to harvest
on the shore or in the water, he said
like the feeling of the water touching
my leg, but it is not necessarily easy
because in the water you need to keep
the balance when a wave hits you.”

He confessed with a smile that he had
fallen over a couple of times.

After harvesting, hijiki must be boiled
for several hours to make tender and
to get rid of any toxins. It is then sun
dried for a few days. The dried hijiki
can be stored for a couple of years.
Many families give it to neighbors and

Ill

relatives as gifts. Hijiki can be served
as tsukudani—food boiled in soy sauce
and sugar—or a garnish or in porridge.
The Hijiki Harvest, in previous years,
was open to the residents of the four
Camp Courtney neighboring districts,
Konbu, Tengan, Akano and Uken and
the members of Uruma Fisherman's
Association. The first day of the 22nd
annual Hijiki Harvest, according to
a gate guard, 33 people out of 100
registered came through the gate and
45 on the second day. Ichiro Umehara,
community relations specialist for
Camp Courtney, had registered a list
of names of those who wanted to
harvest hijiki. Courtney opened the
gate for another harvest again on April

2 and 3.
Story and photos by Yoshie Makiyama

RAIN WON'T STOP US! SCHWAB FESTIVAL
PERSONIFIES EACH PARTICIPANT’S THOUGHT

The U.S. Marine Corps
open-gate festivals in
Okinawa are something many
Japanese, not only from the
local communities, but also
mainland Japan, have looked
forward to having again ever
since the outbreak of the
pandemic more than two
years ago. One lucky base to
have hosted such festivals
twice in six months is Camp
Schwab. This northerly camp in
Okinawa held the open-base festival
March 26 and 27. The previous one
occurred in November last year.

Okinawa has been experiencing rain
throughout March, and March 26
was no exception. However, on the
first day of the festival, more than
2,000 people, including nearly 1,000
Japanese, participated in the event.

“This is the greatest celebration
and marriage of Okinawan people
and Marines,” Col. Matthew W.
Tracy, camp commander for Camp
Schwab and commanding officer
of 4th Marine Regiment. “Up in

16 — May 2022

—ERUIAH Tl

Members of Dance Studlo MILK and service members jump
in for a photo taken after the performance.
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the Northern camp, everyone is so
friendly and they cooperate well.
They are wonderful neighbors. It’s
the real sense of community here.”
Before COVID-19, each Marine
base held an annual festival
which featured live performers,
demonstrations, food vendors, and
games. The camps opened their
gates not only to service members
and their families, but also U.S. and
Japanese citizens. However, the past
two years, festivals had been either
canceled or opened only for people
who fall under the Status of Forces
Agreement.

This year, participants
enjoyed free live music and
| entertainment, carnival rides
and static displays of military
equipment, including tactical
vehicles and an MV-22 Osprey
on Saturday and a Car and
Motorcycle Show on Sunday.

“I am here to watch my child
perform,” said Yumi Shiokawa
from Uruma city, whose
14-year-old daughter had just
finished a dance performance
on the stage. “It was good to see my
daughter giving her all and looking
happy while she was dancing. It is
completely different from performing
online without the audience.”

Kozue Nakamura, the director of
Dance Studio MILK, expressed her
appreciation for the offer to perform
at the festival. She was pleased to
see the children dance at ease even
though they had to go out to the
stage and perform without much
practice beforehand due to the rain.

Continued on Page 14 p FESTIVAL
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A Marine pushes
a cart on the

sand together
with a local
resident.
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NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN: 82-YEAR-OLD
RECEIVES HONORARY STUDENT AWARD

The adult English class hosted by
Camp Schwab welcomes all ages with
no upper age limit, as long as you have
the desire to learn English. Students
range in age from new high school
graduates to retirees.

Kenwa Matsuda was one of such
students. He attended classes
once a week for eight years.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and his age, he decided to stop
last year. He was 81.

Matsuda, a retired high school
principal and science teacher,
started attending the class
when he was 73 after his friend
introduced him to the class.

"I always thought the ability
of speaking English was
important, but there were not
many places to learn English
in Northern Okinawa," said
Matsuda. "When | heard about the
weekly class on Schwab, | was excited."

For Matsuda, who lives in the
northern part of Nago, Camp Schwab
used to be 40 minutes away by car until
new tunnels connected about 2.6 miles
from Yohuke area and Isagawa area as
part of Nago East Highway. Although
the tunnels had shortened the time by
half, it was still becoming increasingly
difficult for him to drive from his house
to Camp Schwab every week.

To present a certification of
completion to Matsuda, Col. Matthew
W. Tracy, camp commander for Camp
Schwab and commanding officer of 4th
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division,
invited him to his office March 8.
Matsuda's hard work and enthusiasm
to improve his English speaking skills as
well as communication techniques with
others during the period of April 2013
to November 2021 were recognized.

Matsuda also received a certification
of honorary student for his outstanding
effort and achievement.
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"You are the first student to ever
earn an honorary certificate of
graduation from our English Class,"
Tracy stated.

After the award presentation,
Tracy took Matsuda on a tour of the
headquarters building by showing

Kenwa Matsuda chats with Col. Matthew W. Tracy after
receiving the Honorary Student Award.
LEFEERER HKKITBIV1— WL —Y—KIEER
HEMNE A,

him the framed pictures of his
predecessors on the wall and invited
him to the mess hall where only service
members are allowed to eat meals.
While eating, Tracy asked Matsuda
why he wanted to study English.
Matsuda replied in English that because
English is an international language
and he wanted to travel abroad.
Matsuda revealed that after he
stopped coming to the Schwab class
he still attended other English classes
at Meio University in Nago city, which
is offered free to residents over 65,
and he even had a private tutor. Tracy
was amazed at Matsuda's enthusiasm.
He has been to America a few times.
However, he could not understand
the words native speakers of English
were saying. Matsuda expressed his
frustration with so-called “Japanese-
English.”
"We don't understand McDonald's
or Connecticut when we hear them
in English, or pronounce them in
English, native speakers of English

won’t understand us, even though the
words are written in Katakana and we
think that follows the sound of the
word." Matsuda continued, "That’s
why | really wanted to learn real
English."

Although he was born during the
war and grew up in a difficult
post-war era, he was interested
in English and had no prejudice
against learning English. "People
fought against each other, but
we are so close now. Bases and
English are two different things,"
said Matsuda.

"English is a tool.
Communication is for us to be
friends. It is not something you
should discriminate against
because of a base or because
of Americans." His motto is "Art
is long, life is short." He will
continue to learn and push forward
with his beliefs as long as he lives.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

FESTIVAL P Continued from Page 16

“There was a sense of togetherness
and an atmosphere that everyone
could enjoy,” voiced Nakamura. “The
children danced with the full spirit of
entertaining the audience, and the
positive reactions they received from
the audience will give them strength
and inspiration for the future so they
can continue to do their best.”

Another fun part of the festival is all

the food: juicy smoked pork shoulder,

BBQ, authentic street tacos, Miami
style food, and the usual burgers and
burritos. Local vendors, too, served
food, drinks and games.

“] wanted to come to Okinawa and
attend a festival, so | searched the
internet before | made a trip plan,”
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his year marks the 50th anniversary
° Tof Okinawa’s reversion to Japan. In
th annlver- November 1967, at the Japan-U.S.
summit, it was agreed that a decision on ‘
f k' the timing of Okinawa’s reversion would
Sa ry O O Inawa be made within three years. Two years
later, on Nov. 21, 1969, U.S. President
retu rn to ja pa n Richard Nixon and Prime Minister Eisaku
Sato issued a joint statement declaring
Okinawa would be returned to Japan
in 1972. On June 17, 1971, the Okinawa reversion agreement was signed. In January
of the following year, 1972, Nixon and Sato decided May 15th of the year to be the
reversion date. Twenty-seven years after the end of World War Il and 20 years after the
San Francisco Peace Treaty, when mainland Japan recovered its full sovereignty from
allied occupation but at the same time Okinawa was completely separated from its own
country, Okinawa was finally reunified with Japan. Though the reversion was a long LB 2hr = =
time coming, many Okinawans still weren't satisfied with the agreement since it left | ﬁ‘%@y‘f A
many U.S. bases in Okinawa. N o

(Partial Ref: Okinawa Prefectural Archives - The road to returning to Japan)

Changes: A sign indicates one more

When the reversion took place May 15, 1972, vast changes dayitoiIs rever?'?n' .
were made. The currency used in Okinawa changed from %—ff“:ﬂib‘b‘bffhﬂ@%
dollar to yen. On May 12, 1972, three days prior to the ETHBLIRIORT IR
reversion date, the exchange rate was decided to be 305 yen ~ =1972/5/14 |
per dollar. The currency exchange period lasted six days from
May 15 to 20. The shoppers could use both dollars and yen
at stores for one week. Government offices, post offices, and
banks accepted only yen from the 15th.

People in Okinawa also no longer had to “import” goods
from Japan. Passports or visas were no longer required to
travel to and from the main island of Japan.

However, the traffic conversion did not happen on the

Staff checksthe  day of reversion. It didn’t occur until 6 years later. At 6

JEEpeing a.m. July 30, 1978, all the traffic switched from driving

HABEE /S on the right side of the road to driving on the left. The Al photos:

' _ZHEEE‘T project was called “Nana-san-maru,” 7-3-0 in Japanese.  Courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Archive
4 SRR Six years were given to plan and prepare all the

=1961/6/29 infrastructure, including traffic signals, road signs, and

' lane markings. Other related facilities were also changed, like public transportation

stops and vehicles, such as buses and taxis to meet the safety of the passenger on

and off. For just eight hours from 10 p.m. on July 29, 1978, to 6 a.m. on July 30,

1978, all traffic was restricted to only

5 authorized vehicles for the traffic

change, such as placing the covers
from new road signs to old road signs
and removing the tape on the lane
markings. There were accidents but
no fatalities for the next 32 days.

- AR :Q' .'
WITHDRAW IMPROPER DS CHARGE ALTIONS
Exuunmsz [:unpm fOMETU

4, 1969, the U.S. military announced the layoff of about 2,400 base All base workers union strikes for withdrawal of unfair
employees and continued reducing the employees. By the day of reversion, dismissal. £EFH48RFHA S 1+ B A SREMEER
about 7000 workers were laid off. =1970/9/10

7000 layoffs of base employees: as part of the downsizing and
reorganization of bases toward the Okinawa reversion to Japan, December

12 — May 2022
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS LONG-STANDING
EFFORT: ENGLISH CLASS FOR ADULT STUDENTS

A Japanese and a service member volunteer from each team answer questions while working together during the group session.

TIV—=Tyary C EF—LDSBREESNBRAEBRED RS Y T4 7 DMFALEHSEIE =2022/3/2

Japanese students and volunteers enjoy the class.
VSRR LERBELRNTY T (77 =2022/3/2

Camp Schwab is active with
community relations events. Even
during the COVID-19 pandemic, with
the strict preventative measures and
avoiding close contact, Marines and
Navy personnel still found ways to
support neighboring communities
through activities like cleaning the
beaches and gifting goodies to

children for Halloween and Christmas.

However, many major recurring
activities with local residents, such as
English programs for small children
and grown-ups, had to be cancelled
due to the pandemic.

After the lift of Okinawa's pre-
emergency measures for COVID-19,
English classes for adult students
started up again. This program
was initiated in 2001 to encourage
residents of the neighboring
communities to apply for base jobs,
with the first class beginning in 2002.

10 — May 2022

Over the past 20 years,
thousands of people
have participated in the
program.

During the class on
March 2, a reporter
from Yomiuri
newspaper, one of the
major newspapers in
Japan, came to cover
the Adult English Class
program held at the Education Center,
Camp Schwab.

The recent article on the Marine
Corps website www.japan.marines.mil
and the Marine Corps social media;
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram,
both in Japanese, had caught the eyes
of the reporter.

With over 20 students, out of which
10 were Marines and Navy volunteers,
the class began with a self-introduction
in English by the newspaper reporter,
followed by a question-and-answer
session between Japanese students
and the American volunteers
attending the class for the first time.

In the second half of the class,
participants were divided into four
groups. Japanese and Americans
cooperated with each other through
a "word game" using English and
Japanese adjectives, and the

classroom was filled with laughter and
fun throughout the group session.

This program has been operated
by Fumio lha, community relations
specialist for Camp Schwab, for the
last 20 years. According to lha, the
class had over 180 students at one
time. Before COVID-19, there were
usually about 100 students registered
and at least 60 of them filled the
classes.

Due to the number of students, lha
separated the participants into four
classes. Sometimes, with requests
from students, he separated classes
by the skill level or age group for a
more effective way to run the classes.
He chose topics accordingly with their
level and interests.

"I really like this class," Kanna
Hanashiro, the new student attending
both days. "l am certain that | can
improve listening and speaking in this
class." Hanashiro works at a preschool
and found out about this class
from her coworker. She is looking
to advance her career to a more
challenging job where she can use
English more.

The program is open to local
residents, but it has never been
advertised outside due to the
identification verification for the v
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1st Lt. Daisy Alvarado, a logistics officer with Combat
Logistics Battalion 4, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, has been

volunteering with the program ever since she came to

» background check. It has only been spread by word of

mouth with recommendation from existing students.

Honoka Higa, a university student, has attended the
program every time since last August, except when the

class was suspended due to the pandemic. She was

Camp Schwab over a year ago. According to Alvarado, she
already knew about the program even before she came

here because her mentor had informed her.

introduced to the class by a customer where she works

part time.

"Everything they told me about the program, it was
realistically what it is! It lived up to its reputation!"

"It is really fun and what we do here stays in my head!"

said Higa. When asked if she would tell anyone about this
program, "No, | don't want to share because this class

Alvarado enjoys volunteering, learning about people and
Japanese culture. "I made a lot of friends through this

class," smiled Alvarado.

Story and photos by Yoshie Makiyama/lkuhide "lke" Hirayasu

is too good!" Jokingly, with a big smile on her face, she

replied.
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Lance Cpl. Joseph Lamanna, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines, receives
supplies for pumice removal work from Onna Village staff.
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE PUMICE GONE?
MARINES EXPERIENCE RARE BEACH CLEANUP

On Aug. 13, 2021, an underwater
volcano located about 50 kilometers
south of Iwo Jima erupted. Ever since,
a series of pumice stones have drifted
to the shores of Okinawa.

The news of the floating pumice
stones was a common topic shown on
Japanese media. The condition of the
beaches, ports, and even outer sea
were reported on almost every day
as concerns for the environmental
impact grew.

At the zenith of it, pumice covered
the surface of the ocean and there
were concerns about the negative
effect on the coral due to the lack
of sunlight and potential damage to
fishing boats. Local wildlife were also
affected by the pumice as the stones
made it difficult to burrow into the
sand on the beach and an endangered
green sea turtle was found having

ingested approximately 100 of the
stones.

However, as time went by, the heat
of the news died down gradually. It
was as if the pumice stone had all but
gone.

On March 5, a large crowd gathered
at Maeda Fishing Port located in
Onna Village—including 15 Marines
from the Camp Hansen Single Marine
Program—to participate in the Japan's
Coral Day as part of the Village's Save
the Coral Project.

Coral Day, or "Sango Day," is a
special day which World Wide Fund
for Nature Japan created in 1996 to
raise awareness of coral conservation
and cultivation.

The Save the Coral Project's goal is
to create a natural, environmentally
friendly community where the
authorities, residents and commercial
sector work together to
build a society capable of
sustainable development
with a low environmental
impact.

This year, over 400
people participated in
this project. The project
consisted of three
activities: planting coral
seedlings off Maeda
Fishing Port, planting
trees at Ukaji district
agricultural land, and
cleaning two beaches.

At the opening ceremony, officials
greeted participants from various
groups and organizations. One of the
greeters, Peter Gruss, president and
chief executive officer from Okinawa
Institute of Science and Technology
Graduate University in Onna,
described this day as not just about
the coral but a symbol for working
together on sustainable development
goals to save the planet.

"l informed the Marines of today's
events using various methods, such
as flyers and bulletin boards," said
Jason Oliver, the coordinator of
SMP. "I knew it was about the Coral
Day project the Village hosts to
save corals. We were ready for any
opportunity."

Once each participant and group
was assigned to four areas, Marines
hopped in the van and moved to their
destination, Kuraha Beach also known
as Malibu beach, a few minutes away
from the port.

Village officials and volunteers
guided people to the beach entrance
and handed out dustpans, tongs,
gloves, plastic bags, and sacks. The
equipment was provided for trash
pick-up and pumice stone collection.

"I expected to pick up trash," said
Lance Cpl. Brittney Riggins, a motor
transport operator with 3d Battalion,
12th Marine Regiment, 3d Marine

Continued on Page 6 P> PUMICE

Single Marine Program members experience pumice stone removal for the first time at Kuraha Beach.
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Marines from MCIPAC COMMSTRAT
conduct a site survey and listen to
Ichino Doshida, community relations
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Note: inappropriate or discriminatory words or phrases are used due to the historical
background of the time

"A fair close up of the building | told you to notice in #3. Dead Jxxx were everywhere,
most buildings were flattened by the shelling. It was very hot now and the stink of
the dead was all over, some, our own dead. Notice how the street is full of debris.
These Marines are cleaning out a few remaining Nxxx, a dangerous job."
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One of 12 postcards, written after the battle of
Okinawa in 1945 to a family, displays a memo
describing the war realities with the picture.
(transcription on right)
1945 B R ICREDRIRICE > T2 12 DG
EEDS>LD M MEOREESL LA EHNEE
EEBICBTRENTV S, (NBEFMERE)

Marines take notes while listening to an

explanation by Ichino Doshida, and looking
closely into the displays.
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Marines look at the display while
listening to an explanation by Ichino
Doshida.
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PUMICE » continued from Page 8

Division while she was shaking the dustpan to separate
pumice stones from sand. "Either way, it's good for the
environment. | can help save the coral and lives live on the
beach, such as crabs and turtles. | am glad | came."

Some Marines went to the area with larger stones. Some
went to the area where the ground was gray with fine
pumice stones. They dug the beach deeper but gray stone
still covered the original beach sand.

Lance Cpl. Quentin Pham, an electrician from 9th
Engineer Battalion, 3d Marine Logistics Group, had heard
the news of the pumice stones. "l often dive and enjoy
seeing the coral, so | wanted to do what | can to save
them," explaining the reason he joined beach cleaning.

"It seems endless, but as long as we do a small thing,
such as picking up stones, potentially helping the wild lives
and coral leaves," Cpl. Fernando Chischilly, an electrician
with Combat Logistics Regiment 3, 3d MLG, who was
collecting pumice stones with Pham, said. "A small thing
goes a long way."

Onna village scheduled a cleanup for one hour. When
they notified participants the time to finish, Marines
started working even more vigorously. They all seemed
reluctant to stop.

After having a once in a lifetime experience at the Okinawan
beach, Lance Cpl. Joseph Lamanna from California,

High Mobility Artillery Rocket System operator with 3d
Battalion, 12th Marines, smiled and said, "Today was the
most fun | have had in a while. | really like helping out."

Kaori Toyama, planning section chief of Onna Village
Office, appreciated Marines' participation in the event

A member of the Single
Marine Program carries
bags of pumice stone to a
designated site.

BOZPIEDGE CE
SBE,

since cleaning up pumice is quite hard work. According to
her, pumice stone has been drifting to the village since the
middle to end of last October. The amount reached to the
shore varied day by day but it lasted for a long time. Even
though pumice stone crumbled and washed away, it still
comes to the village coastline when the north wind blows.
"A lot of Marines are learning about this pumice stone

problem for the first time. They haven't experienced this
kind of natural disaster before, it gives them a chance to
learn how such problems affect the ecosystem, like turtle
laying eggs, and how it affects the community around,
such as views on the beach which is part of Okinawan
major tourism industry" Oliver stated. "It's a learning
experience and it's a volunteer opportunity. | hope we can
do another one."

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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CAMP KINSER'S BATTLE OF OKINAWA
HISTORICAL DISPLAY SEEKS TO EDUCATE,
LOOKS TOWARDS FUTURE

Contrary to where it is located, the
Battle of Okinawa historical display
on Camp Kinser has no political view.
It provides an opportunity for people
to gain a greater perspective of the
ferocity of war and think on what they
can do for peace from a neutral stand
point.

The display holds both U.S. and
Japanese artifacts, relics, posters,
newspaper clips and photos, including
replicas.

It provides insight into the viewpoints
of all three sides: American, Japanese
and Okinawan, at the time of the
war from their own perspectives. It
allows the visitors to see things from
the viewpoints of their own country,
while at the same time offering an
opposing view.

“The feelings that people have
about displays like this vary from
person to person based on their
life experiences, perspectives and
knowledge,” said Charles D. Bush,
camp director for Camp Kinser. “No
matter who you are, you can walk
away with something within your
spirit that you did not have before
you walked in.”

Camp Kinser has been the home
of the Battle of Okinawa historical
display since 1994 when Dave
Davenport, founder of the Battle of
Okinawa Historical Society, relocated
his display from Kadena Air Base.

According to Ichino Doshida,
community relations specialist for
Camp Kinser, before COVID-19,
hundreds of Japanese had visited
the display annually. Hailing from
Okinawa to mainland Japan, visitors
have included government officials,
high school and university students,
teachers, academics and Japan Self-
Defense Forces members. However,

4 — May 2022

the situation changed drastically.

In order to introduce the display
without being affected by the
pandemic, the idea of creating a video
for the display was born. Doshida
contacted Communication Strategy and
Operations, Marine Corps Installations
Pacific Okinawa, for filming.

"We are very certain if this
promotional video is online, it will be
a great hit," said Doshid. "The display
is a powerful academic tool for
Kinser and the U.S. Marine Corps in
Okinawa to enable to reach out to the
Japanese community."

The Battle of Okinawa was fought on
the islands of Okinawa from March
26 with the U.S. landing on Kerama
until Mitsuru Ushijima, commander
of the Battle of Okinawa, believed
to have committed suicide on June
22,1945, only a few months before
the end of World War Il. According
to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and Communications, over 200,000
people lost their lives, including
soldiers from both sides and civilians,
during the three months of this final
ground battle in the Pacific. AlImost
half of them were citizens of Okinawa.

On March 1, 2022, two Marines from
MCIPAC COMMSTRAT conducted a
site survey at the Battle of Okinawa
historical display to see how they
could support the project from a
video perspective before the actual
filming.

Displays are organized and laid out
in chronological order of the Battle
of Okinawa. There are mannequins
dressed in uniforms of both U.S.
forces and Japanese, black and white
pictures of people and landscapes,
posters and newspaper articles
written in English and Japanese.

"What about the aircraft?" Staff

Sgt. Laiga T. Hitt, current operations
chief, asked the purpose of the model
planes hanging from the ceiling as
she stopped in front of a mannequin
dressed in a Japanese military flight
suit. Above her head was a model

of Zero fighter plane for Kamikaze
(divine wind) Special attack Corps,
known as suicide attack, and across
was Ouka (cherry blossom) rocket
aircraft, which was a manned flying
bomb carried underneath bombers.
The model planes are associated with
the time and place of the battle of
what is displayed underneath them.

In one corner, rifles are displayed,
while landmines and hand grenades
are showcased in different sizes and
shapes. For a better understanding
of displays, Doshida explained the
differences between the Japanese
and American landmines and
grenades.

"It was quite enlightening. | didn't
know about the Battle of Okinawa to
this degree," expressed Hitt after the
preliminary tour to get knowledge for
filming. "l want viewers to see a lot
of different things, understand every
aspect of war. It's not just weapons
and aircrafts, but also Japanese v
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media or movies. The artifacts  we could grow into the close

» and U.S. civilians who got

caught in the middle of the
battle, too. It's one thing to

in the display demonstrate war friends that we have become
today.

in a way that is intended to

read about it, it's another thing  help keep alive memories of

(Filming is in progress; Big Circle
will follow the process and will do
the follow up story in the future)

people's sacrifice and heroism
as they struggle through the

to actually see it."

Bush expressed that the
Kinser Battle of Okinawa

effects of such conflicts. He

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

stated the display is a good

historical display offers a way
to learn about war aside from

representation of the sacrifices
made to ensure peace so that

portrayals of war in education,

(Photos left and right)
Marines from MCIPAC
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BN KV / From editor’'s room

This issue focused on the activities at Camp Schwab, the northern

camp in Okinawa. | hope to share very human expressions and actions

of the camp commander and community relations specialist. Below is
*ashort story in honor of the 50th year of the reversion of Okinawa to
Japan.
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An elementary school child recalls a
shocking experience May, 1972

Fumio lha, community relations specialist for Camp Schwab,
recalled when he first used Japanese currency after the
reversion. He remembered that it was during the conversion
from dollar to yen, when he took ten cents to a local store in
Naha-city to buy ice cream. The store had already changed the
currency to yen only and he was told to come back with yen.
He came back with 100 yen and asked for some ice cream. He
thought that 100 yen would give him a lot of ice cream since
the 100 yen coin was much larger than the ten-cent coin that
had bought three cups of ice cream. Despite his expectations,
the lady at the store gave him only one cup. Iha asked her,
"Why!?" The lady replied, "You can only buy one for 100 yen."
He asked again, "Why!?" The lady replied, "Dakara-yo (It is
what it is... in Okinawa dialect in this case)" He asked one
more time, "Why!?" She replied, "Dakara-yo." Iha went home
and asked his mother why. His mother also replied dakara-yo.
He was a third year elementary school student.

("Dakara-yo", used often in feedback, is an Okinawan dialect whose meanings

change depending on the situation, the tone of voice, and the way you say it.
It is a dialect that cannot be directly translated.)
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Background photo: Courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Archives
Convoy of trucks carry the yen on route 1, current route 58. May,2,1972
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Chief Cabinet Secretary of Japan
visits Camp Schwab
EERESFYVT - T177ERE

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno, right, visits Camp Schwab in Henoko, Nago, Okinawa, Japan, April

3,2022.

Major General William J. Bowers, Commanding General, Marine Corps Installations Pacific, welcomes and

greets the guests in the rain.

WHEE—ERRENMBEAETIFLICH D7 A HBEREMF v 721075188 =20224483H
KBEBAFEEMDERE. V)7L ) NT—XDRHEDOFRTUZIRE,  (Photo by Ikuhide "Ike" Hirayasu / BB = F243%)

On the cover

Collage of old newspaper articles kept in the Marine Corps

Air Station Futenma's handmade album for more than half a
century with the logo which decorates its own, providing a
glimpse of the relationship between MCASF and its neighboring
communities from Futenma's point of view before the reversion
of Okinawa to Japan. (Both covers, top articles 1968; English cover
bottom, 1960; Japanese cover bottom article, 1964)
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