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-._5 ¥ Spring is when cherry blossoms (sakura) bloom evhrywhere j B
D !'. apan ‘| remember the days whenﬁl was still a hlgh schooI student :
* fin mainland Japan walkmg up the stalrs surrounded by cherry o
-] "' bIossoms every mornlng My schooI was on tap of'a_hlll and from?
Lk he train statlon to the' schooI up a ﬂlght of long st'eep stalrs ' , f
L ’!- 1 hated these stalrs because they were so tlresome except the: \
i il Y,
. sprlng when cherry blossoms bloomed Totell you the truth foRt
.
hanks to sakura th|s short tlme in"April, when th new schoo .-
g
r Ay ar"starts in Japan was the most’ pIeasant time of the ear to me
- 2Nd eve'eraIklng up this's steep sta|rway was enjoyable , 1-_.. :
L After | moved,to Oklnawa I saw dark plnk ﬂowe[s on trees eres ;,
and there anngS|de the street but l never reallzed that those flow- 4
St e .~
e ."_ ers were s"cherry blossoms because their plnk col or was way too e
= 5'k and they bloomed way too s?h)_g_n They bloomed in ]anuary' | &
onIy found out that they were sakur_a whenimy mother V|srted me
_ and told me she wanted to go to the festlval in Nago to see cherry *
bIoésomsW#&{ : IS e il A
o
SIETO a person who was born and ralsed in the country5|de of main- o
",- and Japan and was used to seelng the cherry blossoms only i ,‘2 .'3{-
very light p|nk or even‘whltlsh it was qunt""a shock S8 A
- --f n my hometown there was a pIum_Eree Its ﬂowers’were as dark®s
; plnk as those ﬂowers you see at Nago Cherry Blossom Festlval and
A 3 e
they bIoomed |n early sprlng I\/Iaybe because of this memory of
! £ mine, it it still mak&as me y'vonder sometlme?w enl see dark pin
sakura what I amrseelng are not cherry blossoms but re'd pIu
Sy Iossoms : * _ 'r,' el g N "t
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Introducing FOILEST Second Issue pubiishedin 1998

=

ewsletter that M iroko T Tomimura, Camp Foster communi Y
since 1 98. FOLEST is an acronym that combines portlons of both the Foster and
u red to ocal government offices and several restaurants around Camp Foster and

";L OLEST to share the information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

= This time, let's talk about CAMP LESTER in

Chatan Town. The tawn is getting busier lately, ; In 1998
The New Chatan Town Hall Is to be completed Chines

within Camp Lester this Spring. The area of tha E?sz,ﬂu mit Road 23 (To Gate 5§)

Town Hall is 6.4 acres, or 7800 tsubo which . — :
covars 2.5% of Camp Lester, | e ‘

A _ School Bus Tﬂrmiml

= Camp Lester used Lo be called "Camp Kuwae”. —

It was changed in 1982 from Kuwae to Lester

which was named efter Hospital Apprantice =t !

! Fred F. Lastar. But local plase name (like
Kuwas) may still saund familiar with locals. o

There are some facilities with such names as

Kuwae Ladge, Kishaba Housing and so on, Hwy|58

8 Tha main facilities on Laster are the LS Naval
Hogpital, Lester Middle School, Kuwae Lodge,
School Bus Terminal, Offices and Housing.

' = Above all, tha U.S Naval Hospital would be the
i bost known because it's visible from off Base Ta
and the local bus stop has tha name Maval Sunedt
Hospital”. Well, some peopla say "1 thought it's Bl
an ARMY hospital..” That's because it used to ' '
be run by the Army from 1954 to 1977 whan it

was turned over to the Navy. Normally, it has “— |
112 beds and can be extended up to 208 during osguo \
il

an EMergency.

Since New Chatan Town Office was built (Map on the Right) h’i;;‘f:
update from Big Circle l Scbrol
About 20 years later, 1§ / { USNaval
h - Hospital
Photo taken on the area was popu
May 22,2019 lated with stores and T 1

courtesy of Chatan Town ~ apartments, and it is e
Official Website still growing.




£

Rotarians looks into the displays at the Kinser Historical Display.
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U.S. .30-caliber machine gun excavated at Sugarloaf.hill in Naha is displayed.
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Rotarians looks into the displays at the Kinser Historical Display.

TV HEHESEERE CERTRmICRASO—2)T 2,

Rotarians see “both sides of shield” at Kinser
Battle of Okinawa Historical Society display

Rotary club members from
Rotary International District
2580 toured the Battle of
Okinawa Historical Society
display on Camp Kinser
Feb. 14 to learn about
U.S. military bases and to
understand the purpose of
U.S. military presence in
Okinawa.

After attending the two-
day regional conference in
Okinawa, 24 Rotarians from
Tokyo and three Okinawan
members used the third
day of the tour to visit the
display on Camp Kinser,
according to Atsushi Nerome,
a member of the Okinawa
Naha-East Rotary Club.
Nerome requested Camp
Kinser's community relations
specialist Ichino Kuba the
tour for the group.

"We wanted to help the
members from Tokyo deepen
their mutual understanding
and improve the
communication by looking at

6 — Spring 2020

the Military bases in Okinawa
not just from outside but also
from the inside," said Junichi
Inagaki, a member of the
Naha-South Rotary Club and
the Chairman of the regional
conference.

The party met Kuba at the
gate and then went to the
display in the Camp Kinser
Headquarters building. Due
to the display only being
open when there are visitors,
the party waited until it was
unlocked.

Serving as a bridge between
the Marine Corps and local
communities daily, Kuba
herself often serves as a
guide for the the display
when people visit it.

Kuba pointed out the
displayed artifacts and relics
one by one and explained
the historical background,
flow, and the situation and
environment at the time
of the war based on the
damage of the items.

Last time the regional
conference was held in
Okinawa seven years ago,
there was a development of
the area "Near Omoromachi
Station" in Naha and many
remains were excavated.
Rotarians at the time decided
to support the people who
were helping to collect
remains of the war dead.
This time their purpose of
gathering was to support
the recovery of Shuri Castle,
according to Inagaki.

At the same time, however,
Inagaki and Nerome added
this visit to the display on
Camp Kinser to their plan in
order to help them better
understand Okinawa.

Shinobu Suzuki, a wife
of a Rotarian from Tokyo
Ikebukuro Rotary Club, said,
“This display was much
more fulfilling and very
informative. | am glad | came
to this tour this time," while
recalling the experience she

had seven years ago when
she actually saw the size of
the area the U.S. military
bases occupied with her

own eyes from the bus and
she was so astonished even
though she had known about
it through media.

"I thought that this place
only displayed all about
the wins of the United
States military, but | was
very impressed that they
display equally and treat the
Japanese, U.S. and Allied
sides equally," Eiichi Saito of
Chiba Ichikawa from Tokyo
Joto Rotary Club expressed
his thought.

In addition, Saito, a certified
curator for a museum,
remarked on the Kinser
Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display, “The equality that is
the way the display should
be.” He thanked the display
to share with them the
valuable things which are not
easy to see.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Huge claws of the refuse crane of the full expansion about four meters pick up about 2 ton garbage.
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Sgt Justin A. Wilson from Headquarter and Service Battalion poses in front of
the actual size picture of the refuse crane.
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P Continued from Page 10

the ash melting system, was
handed over, the partici-
pants were amazed at its
weight. It was heavier than
they imagined.

At the recycling facility
that handles recyclable
items, the guide explained
that almost all processes
are performed by hand un-
like mechanization and au-
tomation of the incineration
and the power generation
facilities and the crushing
and sorting facilities. “I
have to wash the bottle
after | finish and remove
the labels and lids for the
people who do all this work
behind the scene,” said
Lance Cpl. Heaven L. Gaude,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion,.

“It opened my eyes a lot
about how we can recycle
better and how we can
make the people who work

8 — Spring 2020

here life easier,” comment-
ed Sgt. Justin A. Wilson,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion participated with
his family.

Michael Ju, an environ-
mental trainer with the
Compliance, Training, and
Support Section, Environ-
mental Affairs Branch, G-F,
facilities, who visited a
disposal facility off base for
the first time, expressed
his enthusiasm of talking in
his class about how peo-
ple have to sort out the
garbage by hands after it
comes to the facility.

“That was a lot of new in-

formation they were teach-

ing us. Learned about how

things in the waste bins that

shouldn’t be there could
cause trouble,” said Gaude,

referring to the fire incident

a lithium battery caused on
the disposal pick-up track.
“People need to educate
themselves.”

nh.

-. "

EHIE.IFVDTHED

Gaude also stated that the
visit will change people’s
mindset when it comes
to recycling and now she
actually herself wanted to
recycle.

After the tour both Nedds
and Gaude said, “We will
tell everyone about this,
when we go back,” at the
same time.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

A Marine isamazed at a molten metal weight.
BEEA 2 DESICESEEMKE,
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Eye-opener: Marines and civilians visited

environmental facility

Recycling plays a big part
in waste management not
only on Okinawa and Japan,
but also on Marine Corps
bases as well. However, the
differences in culture and
the ways of thinking still can
be obstacles when it comes
to waste management.

To help familiarize Marines
with what happens to their
trash and recyclables after
being collected, Hiroko
Tomimura, community
relations specialist for Camp
Foster, organized a tour Feb.
21 of an off-base garbage
disposal facility in Haebaru.

This tour has been ongo-
ing since the year after the
Naha-Haebaru Clean Center

began operating in 2006,
and the facility has been
visited several times a year
ever since. There is usually
an average of 10 partici-
pants each time, according
to Tomimura.

The tour with the small
group of a total of six peo-
ple and two children this
time began with watching
a video that introduced the
facility overview in English.

During the facility tour, the
group noticed no odor in
the building despite being
a garbage disposal facility.
An air wall served as an
invisible barrier over the
doorway to prevent the
smell from leaking out of

| Participants listen to the explanation of the guide from the

Naha-Haebaru Clean Center.

BFH-FERFES)— 22— DERNICEZIET 58ME,
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the building.

As the party reached the
fifth floor of the building
where they got the good
view of the 30-meter-deep
waste pit, in which garbage
piled up to 13 meters high,
they observed the crane
with huge claws grabbing
the garbage, pulling it up all
the way to the top and re-
leasing it to bust the plastic
bags and get the garbage in
the pit spread evenly.

In the incinerator, the gar-
bage is completely burned
at more than 1,560 degrees
Fahrenheit. Once burned,
the heat is reduced quickly
in the gas cooling system
to prevent the emission of

harmful substances. The
combustion boiler uses the
heat of the exhaust gas
generated in an incinerator
to produce steam and the
steam turbine generator
makes electricity, which is
reused in the facility. Any
remaining electricity will be
sold.

Impressed by the size of
the facility and the tech-
nology, Cpl. Lexie A. Nedds,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion, remarked that ev-
eryone coming to Okinawa
should visit the facility.

When molten metal,
which was created after the
ash from the trash-burning
incinerator was melted in

Continued on Page 8 P
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Background photo by Cpl. Savannah Mesimer Dec 19, 2019
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EARTH DAY - celebrating 50t

Do you know what Earth
Day is? It’s easy to think of
all the various environmental
awareness days as one in the
same, but each one deals
with its own area of interest
or concern.

Earth Day is one of such
awareness days. It was first
celebrated in 1970 to provide
a voice to the emerging

environmental consciousness.

Gaylord Nelson, founder of

Earth day and former senator
of Wisconsin, came up with
the idea for a national day
to promote environmental
teach-in for students after
witnessed a devastating oil
spill off the coast of California
in 1969. April 22 was chosen
after Spring Break and before
final exams for the maximum
participation of students.
Today, Earth Day is widely
recognized as the largest

secular observance i
world, according to
Day officials. It is

worldwide for tfansformative

action of ourglanet, the

Earth, a cleaner place to live.
The Marine Corps in

Okinawa is not an exception.

We have been celebrating

Earth Week by extending

to a whole week every

year to take part in various

niversary

ities, such as edu

nd off base, rivefsan

.--‘ ey -
~beaches. In addition, We are

working hard to deyelop
human resources t0 raise
environmental awareness
for base employees. In
this Big Circle, we would
like to introduce some of
these human resources
development.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama

Environmental Affairs
Branch trains Japanese
base employees

The Environmental
Affairs Branch is a part
of the G-F, Facilities of
Marine Corps Installation
Pacific and responsible
for implementing
environmental protection
policies throughout the
Marine Corps in Okinawa.
However, the responsibility
of The Environmental
Affairs Branch can be global
when viewed from a broad
perspective.

Their mission is to support
the Marine Corps by
carrying out environmental
programs, which are
in compliance with the

Kaori Arai, the instructor,
questions attendees.

. BEEHRITHITZHEEMD
HHEESA
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applicable laws and
regulations in our area of
responsibility and provide
comprehensive services and
products in a responsive,
professional, and cost
effective manner to protect
peopléand enhance our
envj_fpnment.

The Environmental
Program complies with
JEGS (Japan Environmental
Governing Standards)
issued by U.S. Forces Japan
with the cooperation of
the Japanese government,
set standards and policies
for the environment that
the U.S. military here must

observe for operations.
JEGS is the primary source
for environmental guidance
and standards for U.S.
Forces in Japan, with

few exceptions, and has
adopted more protective
standards than those

set out in Japan and U.S.
environmental laws.

The Compliance, Training,
and Support Section of
the Environmental Affairs
Branch provides the
environmental training
required for Marines,
civilians and Japanese
employees who work on
Marine Corps facilities.

Kaori Arai, an
Environmental
Protection Specialist
and Environmental
Trainer, was just hired
last December. While she
herself is deepening her
understanding of JEGS,

she has held over seven
trainings in the past three
months and shared her
knowledge with over 100
employees.

The training is mandatory
for employees who handle
hazardous materials. New
employees first complete
the three-day course,
followed by a one-day
refresher course annually.
The primary objective
of the training is to have #
them better understand
the responsibility and
raise awareness of the "
importance of what they do.

The training not only -
focuses on risks for ol
different type of hazardous"
materials, proper use of
protective equipment and
safety, but also mentions
the red soil spill problems
and the recycling as well.
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Students go up the 66-foot-tall rappel tower.
BER20A—FIVD S yNIVRT—% EBETEE,

P Continued from Page 16

works, and the connection
with the Japan Self-
Defense Forces and local
communities with pictures.

“The one thing you can
do wrong today is that
if you leave here not
understanding something,
then that will be a
mistake,” said Owens as he
encouraged students to ask
questions freely.

When the briefing baton
was handed to Charles A.
DeCesari, Camp Director
of Camp Schwab, he

14 — Spring 2020

talked about the history of
Camp Schwab, its role as a
Marine Corps base, regional
exchange and its 60-year
relationship with the

neighboring district Henoko.

Students’ questions varied
from in-depth command
hierarchy to how the
members spend their free
time.

Students who thought the
Marine Corps was all about
warships and combat units
were surprised that some
units were connected to
the local communities. One

student said "my image of
Marines was tough and hard
to approach, but it's more
friendly and likable than |
thought," and continued,
"I'm going to know more
about them now."

"l always see in the news
that there are conflicts
with the local people, but
now | am surprised that
they actually do a lot of
volunteer activities, seems
to be good neighbors and
have a good relationship
with the local people,"
another student said.

This visit was a part of
the school trip called taxi
training, in which the
students research where
they want to go. It came to
realization when a student
told a teacher about his
idea of visiting a U.S. base
and the teacher contacted
Marine Corps officials and
scheduled the tour.

"Students can learn
general knowledge of
security treaties and other
things in class, but it's also
important for them to have
the opportunity to see the
reality and to have their
own ideas," a teacher said.

DeCesari stated, "From
their questions, you can tell
that the students are
making educated decisions,
not just on what they see
on the news or part of
someone else’s opinion."

After the brief, DeCesari
guided the students to the
rappel tower. The tower,
66 feet tall, is used for
rappelling and fast roping
training. This training gives
Marines to learn about
the procedure and the
safety, develop confidence,
and conquer fears before
they actually descent

from a building or even a
helicopter.

The students uttered their
impressions of the height
while overlooking Camp
Schwab from atop of the
tower. Despite the fear of
heights, one of the students
struggled to climb up but
managed to the top and
looked far away crouching
on the center of the floor.
It was the moment that
curiosity won over fear.

Before lunch, they arrived
at a view point where they
can overlook Oura Bay,
the "Henoko no Umi." "It
is wider than | imagined
watching iton TV," a
student commented as
observing the lines of the
buoys that indicate the
landfill area.

After the visit, the students
all said their mindset has
changed. One student
commented, "l can think
more deeply by looking at it
myself, not just the media
coverage."

DeCesari hoped this event
was a good opportunity
to improve each other's
environment and
relationships. "It makes
sense for students from
the mainland to visit the
base. They can't come to
the base without making an
effort. To come here, they
are showing a willingness to
learn what's going on,” he
stated.

“The students act with
their own willingness in
this way, and to see, feel,
and learn by themselves,
not the opinions of others,
are going to be influencing
the next relationship
between the Americans
and Japanese,” concluded
DeCesari.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Seeing is believing: Japanese High School
students from mainland visit Camp Schwab
on a school trip

As part of a school
excursion, there is typically
some free-time for students
to explore the destination
on their own. In the future,
the idea that students
choose to visit a military
base to broaden their
knowledge may become an
option.

On Feb. 6, seven high
school students from
mainland Japan visited
Camp Schwab during a
school trip to Okinawa.
They came up with the idea

16 — Spring 2020

when they saw a question
and answer on the official
Marine Corps website that
informed school officials
can request to visit bases.

Unlike Okinawa, high
school students on the
mainland only know the
current status of U.S.
military bases in Okinawa
through newspapers,
television and social media.
It's hard for them to
actually see the situation
with their own eyes.

The seven high

school students are all
sophomores in mechanical
course. While other
students had reached
recreational facilities and
amusement parks, they
chose Camp Schwab as
their destination and
undertook this visit by
doing a preliminary survey
in advance to understand
the status of the base.
Shortly after students
arrived at Camp Schwab,
the first place they headed
was a briefing room where

FBICEEASELERERS,

they learned about the
Marine Corps and Camp
Schwab.

Col. Neil J. Owens,
assistant chief of staff
of G-7, Government and
External Affairs, Marine
Corps Installation Pacific,
first explained to the
students why Marines are
in Okinawa. He also showed
what the U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty and the
Status of Forces Agreement
are, how the Marine Corps

Continued on Page 14 p

FoRERTEE - AT
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Col. Neil J. Owens,.assistant chief of staff of G-7, Government
and External Affairs, Marine Corps Installation Pacific, gives the
brief to the mainland high school students.
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Country music band Parmalee plays at Hansen Festival.
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Annual festival: a place for international

exchange

Hih o7 X7 1/\)b,

Over 7,500 people from
both the local and U.S.
military communities on
Okinawa attended the 2020
Camp Hansen Festival, Feb.
8-9.

The annual celebration
featured live performers,
demonstrations, food
vendors, and games.
Despite the rain, many
people came out to
participate.

One of the many
demonstrations performed
that day was the dog
handling.

"Hansen Festival is an
awesome time to show
what hard work the dogs
and handlers go through
for training and exercise,”
said Cpl. Isaac Cutshall,

a working dog handler
with 3rd Law Enforcement
Battalion.

]

“The dogs go through
about five hours of training
a day and it shows when
we do demonstrations like
this,” he said.

Country music band
Parmalee headlined the
festival with a concert at
the end of the first day.

“It’s important to remind
the service members
that we support them for
what they do,” said Matt
Thomas, lead singer of
Parmalee. “We want to give
them a taste of home.”

A Japanese female visitor
said, “| came here to
enjoy the American food
because we cannot taste it
in Japan.” She added, “also
to meet with foreigners is
unique to Okinawa,”

Hansen Festival and other
open-gate events are
important to strengthening

PR RDIGIC

the relationship between
the local Okinawa culture
and U.S. Armed Forces.
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Marines help elementary school children
at English Day Camp

BEBEDNFE

Volunteers from the
U.S. military community
across Okinawa helped the
youth of Okinawa learn
English through games,
conversations and skits at
the Nago Youth House's
English Day Camp Feb. 22.

Learning English is an
important part of education
for some children in
Okinawa. The Nago Youth
House held the camp as a
chance to teach English in
fun and effective ways.

"There is a great interest
in the community to learn
English and to interact with
people who speak English,”
said Col. Jason Perry, camp
commander of Camp
Schwab and commanding
officer of 4th Marine
Regiment.

"For us, itis an
opportunity to interact
with our neighbors in the
community," he said.

Volunteers spent the day

18 — Spring 2020

playing games that helped
students understand
English in everyday
sentences.

"For me, it isn't us
building relations with
the local community, it
is being a part of that
local community and
contributing to that
community," Perry said.

The day ended with the
students performing a
skit where they said both
English and Japanese
phrases to the volunteers
and the rest of the
students.

"I'm excited when | come
to these events because
these are the kids of
the future and we can
teach them some things
that other students or
teachers can't," said Navy
Petty Officer 2nd Class
Robert Nard with 7th
Communications Battalion.

Story by Lance Cpl. Zachary Larsen

| Volunteers from the U.S. military community and the local children enjoy the activities

= DRFEAFRERFBICH T

HIERZEMRNICH D NER
D5~ 6FEAETRICLIZHEE
FrTH2B22H. LEFD
FORTITONT

HETMHEERERN LTS
R REREEED POL TR
VST 8FHELGDHREBF VY
TNITEHADRNERH 5#940
ADREHLBMLT,

CDREBHRF B E T R—
bSO KBEREM TV
T2 TEMBRBEDI A
VN —KIEZRERIC BE
BEEZ DR BARART VT
AT E5RBHENL. 100AE<
DITEPHEHAKZTRAR
AN/ 3o Fal

NY—BERERHIRDFE
EIeBHEEBDAERHT S

ST HEBITESTHBA
THHIMFDANcEERRTE
ASEESLWMERTT IEFEL
TWis

RV TATIEFRIR. FED
TebDERREIF < LEEB A fEsD
BENTYT —LZEELHEHE,

during the English Day Camp.

Bl /e D CT — L723E L GRFEARE B ICSMUCKRBRBR S 74 77 ST FHhE,

FELBICHEETHHESRS
DB TEDLSICEL TV,
[FACEDTTDESHEANRT b
[ EIE A& DBEREBET S
HCIE R Migtsn—8&L
THUICEBR T ATETT 1&
HAEEFHEETEBIN)—
TS BEIEERAELE,
FaiRIIThNeT — L2
VFEELTCFELEBERTY
TAT ST BRI FEIERT
=TT EICHARGEBEREEA(E
PXQON) Ik Oy
FI—TEICENBTEC T
TEINE FCHITTECSE T )L —
TREWNCERTZYIL—T
L ENTNDRF—LT—V%
WH LTI Z— U ESDE 4
zofz.
A/N—k-F—R2FEBEIXT
SV ARV MMIENMTHD
lEFEETBDERKDc&HTH
D RIEBEYREISEH BT
EDIEWTEEHZBTENTE
BOTETCEHRELWTTI1E2E
SYDHBETIELZDICEEL .
X TR

Photo by;Lance Cpl.
-l
—

chary Larsen

StV EER



HE 1 48 QS 5 460
bH L [T 4t £8 25 IhH SRR
FEEE L N ENHEST BURS

RIRE

2020 &FS — 19

AT 5% 3 1 BEREEEOR
— MhBR&E R E B BB DIKEERED

HDR—k,

approaching the Kin Blue beach.

oo
=
©

j=
©
©n
=)
w
=
-

7]
—
(a2]

(]
=
=]
]

o

(%]
i)

©

o
(an]

team and the JGSDF ARDB

&5

- A&

L

HEADN - IAPNGS
N2—YU—} o
M SKENHGESER | | ERHK)
R S 1R - SR R B ss
AUSK R B XD -
B OXHERELRKER
EWEO4°

R HREI T — QM
RIOFEB KBRS
XHERLHORENR
BIVRHEDWN® QM
B S ——INNL
FHISHIE 1O <<UWE O
MR o0 — BNHOK ERES R
IEER O & D BN
J(T—=<xwn’ I\
=X ) W4
BRI S

R & SHOR RS I (P
weO<—+ - NOIKY
Ko Trm” 1948494R
LIS MR
p 0N CNVCINER SR
QUENHE VB HMiER S
BRI BE R+ PN B4

QP VRE TR+

fHiES U NCRE
HPOS!R h—dD—
D QO HITREER
EHERIHINRAVIEINM
SN SN Ao A
e

MEIHTN —— W

(O QK it S ISEHEE 0
Hifm 24k & BHOR R
VR —LFH1oH
Bk — J V- HMiER S
KRB R — L VH
e e Yt
O R 0 Q-SRI ES
S BRI DWW
ReREN e
HENHIRERER S

4o — LSS B SS
CXBEREITS WS
ﬁ L ORI L Sy

W BRWEH FNNT
7% BRI F
LYME N — 2 e —" L —
QINNLZHISBHE 10 <
URHNE (N iIWEIR
EURCESYIN SV e = ]
AT NNV S 6 6 L B
OEEFEOL D LBANX
hd(T—=<axwn’
N Y =) WHHR N0
Dy°

P8R e D WHE IR
N | BB O NDEEARIR
WK S I8 D6
DL KRB T e
S - ANONKH®
rr | EREON W
SNSRIV EN QK
BRI DEE 1Y
ol O W HE QK16

BRI Y [EEE DI M AR

e S o | AR °

MNOTR Y K& Eif
IR IO SHIIR
0 RREE SR
B8 L BSIR O Sren
WHERE O VO N

&Y

7S

(HIMARS)

WEIOsy Mav R T L%

1
9]
o
=
]
=
(¥
o
)
O
o
@
]
c
©
)
=
=
(3]
=
<<

guard the M142 High Mobility

Artillery Rocket System

BEBBELBEHE,

=T
=

SIKRIL HHERVES
HOLNSRESHEV
IO 60 LR
BRI | NEF
HAUEDRS

X - ol ETHA




A U.S. Navy Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) lands on the
Kin Blue beach with roars and splashes.
TaCKLAERCCCEETSBEDR—/\—U>7 5
BEMEL C A C,

Better safe than sorry: JGSDF Amphibious
Rapid Deployment Brigade trains with US
Forces in Okinawa

The 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit, U.S.
Navy and the Japan
Ground Self-Defense
Force's Amphibious Rapid
Deployment Brigade
performed bilateral training
at Kin Blue near Camp
Hansen on Feb. 9.

This is the first time the
JGSDF ARDB has participated
in the training for
amphibious operations with
Marines in Okinawa which
began Jan. 25. This day was
also the first time the 31st
MEU landed the M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HIMARS) using
the Navy's hovercraft type
Landing Craft Air Cushion
(LCAC).

"Today what you witnessed
is a combination of naval
vessels bringing our Marines
and JGSDF members
together to conduct a raid

20 —Spring 2020

on the beach," said Col.
Robert Brodie, commanding
officer of the 31st MEU.
"Most important thing is this
demonstrates our ability,
our team-work and our unity
to be able to handle crisis
response."

The combination of three
forces, Navy, Marines and
JGSDF drilled on a small
offshore attack. Off the
coast of Kin Blue Beach,

a naval ship dispatched a
series of rubber boats with
Marines from the 31st MEU
landing team including Boat
Company and members of
JGSDF ARDB to land quickly
and secretly.

The 31st MEU's landing
team and the JGSDF ARDB
reached on a sandy beach
with 11 boats and then took
the beach from simulated
enemy control. As Marines
and ARDB secured position

on land, the Navy hovercraft
approached at high speeds
from the sea. Upon arriving
at the shore with a loud
roar, the LCAC landed and
off loaded the HIMARS.
"The crisis is not the time
to come together and figure
things out,” Navy Capt.
Rich LeBron, Squadron 11
commanding officer said.
“Working together now,
understanding how we
operate now will enable us

e

to work much more closely
and synchronize our effort in
the time of crisis."

Brodie emphasized that
Marines love living on
Okinawa and appreciate
the understandings and
supports local populations
give. He continued that
the exercise was another
example of how Marines
strive to maintain peace and
stability in the region.

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama

The 31st MEU’s landing team and the JGSDF ARDB prepare to

land.
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Participantsin-the Kinser Half-Marathon wait for the start of the event on

Jan. 12 at Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan
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(Photo by Cpl. Christopher Madero)
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